Clinical experience and results of treatment with suprofen in pediatrics. 2nd communication: Use of suprofen suppositories as an antipyretic in children with fever due to acute infections/A single-blind controlled study of suprofen versus paracetamol.
The present randomized single-blind trial was performed to study antipyretic effect and tolerability of alpha-methyl-4-(2-thienylcarbonyl)-phenyl acetic acid (suprofen, Suprol) suppositories versus paracetamol (acetaminophen) suppositories in pediatric patients with fever of various etiology. The study included a population of 120 patients ranging in age from 2 to 12 years; the subjects' mean rectal temperature was 39.3 degrees C in the beginning of the therapy. The dosage of the suppositories depended upon body weight; medication was applied up to 3 times a day. The temperatures were recorded 0.5, 1, 1.5, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 h after the preparation was first applied. Pulse rates and respiratory rates were measured at the same rating times. The antipyretic effect of suprofen in younger patients was from 1 through 6 h (except at 3 h) statistically significantly superior to that of paracetamol. In older children, the differences in favor of suprofen were statistically significant only at 1 and 2 h after application of the drug. After the treatment pulse and respiratory rate dropped in both age groups on either treatment. The means were within the normal range at all rating times. The only adverse reaction was vomiting; this phenomenon occurred in 4 cases, i.e., in 2 cases each on either drug.